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at  once  the   object   and the instruments   of his   ambition.
A change was scarcely visible as long as the lieutenants of the
Khalif were  content with, their vicarious title; while they
solicited for their sons or themselves a renewal of the imperial
grant, and  still maintained on the coin, and in the public
prayer, the name and prerogative of the Commander of the
Faithful.    But in the long and hereditary exercise of power
they assumed the attributes of royalty. Peace or war depended
solely on their will, and the revenues of their government were
reserved for local services or private magnificence ; and instead
of a regular supply of men and money, the successors of the
prophet were complimented with such ostentatious gifts as an
elephant or a cast of hawks."    It is not to my purpose to enu-
merate the successive dynasties that superseded the authority
of the successors of Mohammed: I will merely observe, that
in Africa and in Persia many of them, from policy or from
conviction, favoured the claims of the posterity of Ali.    Thus
A.,D. Edrisi, who  erected  the   kingdom  of Fez, was, as I have
82 ' observed, a reputed descendant of the family; and Obeidallah,
who extinguished his dynasty, assumed the title of Fatimite,
as descending from Ali through the daughter of Mohammed,
and became the founder of a succession of Khalifs, rivals to
those of Bagdad.    He established his government at Kairoan,
which had teen founded by Akbah, the conqueror of Africa, to
secure the country; and the general of his great-grandson
Alaaldin, who wrested Egypt from the Khalifat, established
a new capital, to which, because   founded under the horo-
scope of the planet Mars, surnamed ^fclSM   Victorious,   he
gave   the   auspicious   name   of *^-Jc>UO\  " victory,"  which
Europeans   have   corrupted   into   Cairo.     His   name   was
substituted   for   that   of the  Abbasside   sovereign   in   the
public prayer, and a phrase was  added in honour of Ali.
These Khalifs, like those of Bagdad, became in time the slaves
of their vizirs or guards; and the last of the long line was
A-3>- deposed by the Atabek   sovereign   of Syria, Nuraldin, who
restored to the prayer the names of the first three successors
of Mohammed, and acknowledged Mosthader of Bagdad as the
true Commander of the Faithful.     During   all   subsequent,